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2026 WINTER MEMBERSHIP GROUP MEETING 
February 3-5, 2026  ǀ  Little Rock, Arkansas 

DoubleTree by Hilton Little Rock 

TUESDAY, Feb. 3rd 

8:00A–9:00A 
Palisades Room Breakfast Buffet 

9:00A–9:30A 
Still Ballroom 

 
 

Welcome and Call to Order 
   Adam Dean (SEARCH Member–NY) 
   Chair 

Posting the Colors 
   Little Rock Police Department Honor Guard 

Pledge of Allegiance  
   Adam Dean (SEARCH Member–NY) 
   Chair 

Host Jurisdiction Welcome 
   Honorable Frank Scott, Jr. 
   Mayor of Little Rock 

9:30A-9:45A Executive Director Welcome 
Introduction to SEARCH Winter Membership Meeting and expectations for the next three days. 

   Derek Veitenheimer 
   SEARCH, Executive Director 

9:45A–10:30A SEARCH Business Meeting 
A. Member Roll Call and Introductions 
B. Approval of Minutes: 2025 Annual Membership Group Meeting 
C. Board of Directors Update 

• Recap of September 2025 Board Retreat 
• Discussion on the Future Direction of SEARCH in 2026 and Beyond 
• Member Engagement and Focus of 2026 SEARCH Winter Membership Group Meeting 

   Adam Dean (SEARCH Member–NY) 
   Chair  

   Derek Veitenheimer                                     
   SEARCH, Executive Director                      

10:30A–10:45A Break  – Take this opportunity to meet with our sponsors and network 

10:45A–11:45A SEARCH Member Roundtable 1: State Spotlights 
Operational gains in efficiencies, effectiveness, communications, etc. 

11:45A-12:00P Diamond Sponsor Address – Tailored Solutions 
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12:00P–1:30P Lunch (on your own) 

1:30P–2:30P Cybercrime and Digital Forensics 
This session will highlight how SEARCH is supporting law enforcement agencies to address the increasing 
volume and complexity of digital evidence. We are asking traditional systems to handle exponential data 
growth, and this session will showcase how SEARCH's free resources, practical training, and digital 
forensics as a service are increasing investigative capacity and improving case throughput.  

  Lauren Wagner 
  SEARCH, Program Manager, Cybercrime and Digital Forensics 

  Eric Jollymore 
  SEARCH, Assistant Director of Digital Forensics    

  Sergeant Corwin Battle 
  Arkansas State Police, Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force Commander 

2:30P–3:00P Break  – Take this opportunity to meet with our sponsors and network 

3:00P–4:00P Artificial Intelligence (AI) in Criminal Justice 
This session is designed to help attendees understand how to prepare for the inevitable integration of AI 
into criminal justice processes. Topics will include protecting the privacy and integrity of data governed 
by strict access and dissemination rules, ensuring transparency for the public, preventing bias or 
inequality in AI-enabled systems, establishing laws and policies for acceptable AI use, and avoiding 
vulnerabilities that could lead to unauthorized disclosures or incorrect data linkages 

   Michael Jacobson 
   SEARCH, Information Sharing Specialist 

   Dr. Ian Adams 
   Assistant Professor of Criminology and Criminal Justice, University of South Carolina 

   Jesse Rothman  
   Director, Task Force on Artificial Intelligence, Council on Criminal Justice 

   Andrew Warren 
   Co-founder and Head of Product at Recidiviz 

4:00P–5:00P 
Breakout Sessions 

Riverside West 
Still Ballroom 
Riverside East 

Unlocking Court Data: 
Advancing Criminal History 
Reporting with NODS 
The National Center for State 
Courts (NCSC) will present this 
session to explore how the 
National Open Court Data 
Standards (NODS) can 
strengthen criminal history 
reporting by improving the 
accuracy, completeness, and 
timeliness of court data 
exchanges. Learn how NODS 
aligns with NIEM standards, 
supports efficient data mapping 
without requiring system 
changes, and discover technical 
guidance developed through the 
SEARCH–NCSC collaboration to 
promote nationwide adoption. 

Shay Cleary 
Managing Director, Court 
Consulting Services 

Hal Rhea 
Court Management Consultant 

Digital Forensics Hands-on 
Practical Tools for Working with 
Data In this session, SEARCH's 
Cybercrime and Digital Forensics 
Team demonstrates practical, 
easy-to-adopt tools for working 
with online information and 
modern data formats. 
Participants will see how free 
tools and built-in Windows 
features can extract and search 
text across large data sets, 
capture screenshots and videos, 
and quickly access or convert 
data for presentations or 
reporting.  
 
Lauren Wagner 
  SEARCH, Program Manager 

  Eric Jollymore 
  SEARCH, Assistant Director of 
Digital Forensics  

Tim Lott 
SEARCH, Director of Digital 
Forensics 

Data Visualizations  
Overview of data visualization 
projects with SEARCH’s 
involvement. We will cover 
Incident Reporting, CCH, Set 
Aside, the SEARCH Survey, and 
NIBRS. 
 
Yogesh Chawla  
SEARCH, Director Software and 
Data Engineering Program 
 
Michael Jacobson  
SEARCH, Information Sharing 
Specialist 
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5:30P–7:00P 
Palisades Room 

Networking Reception – Sponsored by NEC 
The day’s activities conclude with a reception, an opportunity for SEARCH Members, Speakers, Sponsors, 
Staff, and invited guests to network and share thoughts and ideas.  

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 4th 

8:00A–9:00A 
Palisades Room Breakfast Buffet 

9:00A–10:30A 
Still Ballroom 

 
 

Government Affairs Update 
This session provides the SEARCH Membership with an overview and understanding of the incoming 
Administration and legislative activities of the first session of the new 119th Congress, which 
convenes January 3, 2025. Members are encouraged to ask questions and share reactions and 
experiences as to how Federal legislation and Administration policies affect them at the state level.  
 
   Melissa Nee 
   Partner 
   Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC 

   Ben Bawden 
   Partner 
   Brooks Bawden Moore, LLC 

10:30A–11:00A Break – Take this opportunity to meet with our sponsors and network 

11:00A–12:00P Biometrics and Livescan: Preparing for the future 
This 60-minute panel will explore statewide initiatives to modernize biometric systems and deploy 
new Livescan technology. Panelists will share insights from recent projects, including strategies for 
procurement, infrastructure upgrades, and planning for large-scale implementation. Discussion will 
cover best practices for project execution, lessons learned during statewide rollouts, and 
considerations for future innovation in biometric identification systems. The discussion will also 
incorporate emerging considerations around the integration of Rapid DNA into statewide biometric 
and Livescan systems. 
  
   Amber Sliwinski (SEARCH Member, AZ) 

   Ross Sibley (SEARCH Member, CO) 

   Lisa LaBarre (SEARCH Member, MN) 

   Zahid Saddiqi (SEARCH Member, OH) 

   Michael Jacobson (Facilitator) 

Noon—1:30P Lunch (on your own) 

1:30P–3:00P FBI Criminal Justice Information Services Division Updates 

This session will provide SEARCH members with key updates from the FBI on several topics of 
current importance to the criminal justice and information sharing community. Presenters will 
discuss the revised definition of an unlawful user of or addicted to a controlled substance and the 
resulting impacts on NICS indices. The session will also address the implementation and effects of 
enhanced background checks for firearms purchasers under the age of 21, as required by the 
Bipartisan Safer Communities Act (BSCA). 

Additional updates will include the current status and progress of XML rap sheet implementation, 
highlighting differences in state formats, statutory requirements, and technical considerations. The 
session will also explore Criminal Justice Systems Officer (CSO) structures in other states, including 
challenges associated with instituting a deputy CSO, the importance of contingency planning, and 
best practice models for IT, criminal justice, and noncriminal justice audit structures. 
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Finally, presenters will provide an overview of CJIS Policy 5.9.5 and its implications for states, along 
with an update from the FBI CJIS Law Unit (CJILU), including the status of Public Law 92-544 
approvals. 

   Dreama Hewitt  
   National Instant Criminal Background Check System 
   FBI 

   Brian Cain  
   Biometric Servies 
   FBI 

   Rachel Starkey  
   Criminal Justice Information Services 
   FBI 

   Chasity Anderson  
   Criminal Justice Information Services 
   FBI 

3:00P–3:15P Closing the Loop: Using Rapid DNA and Criminal History Flags to End Missed DNA Collections 
A follow-up to our previous Rapid DNA overview, this session addresses critical system gaps that allow 
lawfully owed DNA samples to go uncollected. We'll discuss the need for updateable DNA status 
indicators on criminal history checks, define "lawfully owed DNA" and its public safety implications, 
explore how Rapid DNA booking stations can prevent future missed collections, and review available 
federal grant funding through BJA's Sexual Assault Kit Initiative.  

   Laura Sudkamp 
   Forensic Management Strategies, LLC. 

3:15P–3:45P Break – Take this opportunity to meet with our sponsors and network 

3:45P–5:00P 
Breakout Sessions 

Still Ballroom 
Riverside East 

Riverside West 
 

 

Digital Forensics Hands-on 
Practical Tools for Working with 
Data In this session, SEARCH's 
Cybercrime and Digital Forensics 
Team demonstrates practical, 
easy-to-adopt tools for working 
with online information and 
modern data formats. 
Participants will see how free 
tools and built-in Windows 
features can extract and search 
text across large data sets, 
capture screenshots and videos, 
and quickly access or convert 
data for presentations or 
reporting.  
 
Lauren Wagner 
  SEARCH, Program Manager, 
Cybercrime and Digital Forensics 

  Eric Jollymore 
  SEARCH, Assistant Director of 
Digital Forensics  

Tim Lott 
SEARCH, Director of Digital 
Forensics 

Clean Slate initiatives and 
SEARCH’s Clean Slate 
Community of Practice  
Learn about the Clean Slate 
Community of Practice to better 
understand its purpose, scope, 
and the benefits of participation. 
We will review some 
backgrounds about state Clean 
Slate initiatives in different 
states, point out both challenges 
and opportunities, as well as 
resources that are available to 
assist states as they plan for 
implementation. 
 
Karen Lissy  
SEARCH, Info. Sharing Spec. 
 

Data in Motion: The Criminal 
Justice Lifecycle Uncovered 
through real world exchanges 
Following the flow of 
information through the enter 
adjudication process through 
information exchanges. 
 
Yogesh Chawla  
SEARCH, Director Software and 
Data Engineering 
 
Michael Jacobson 
SEARCH, Information Sharing 
Specialist 
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THURSDAY, Feb. 5th 

8:00A–9:00A 
Palisades Room 

 
Continental Breakfast 

9:00A–9:30A 
Still Ballroom 

 
 

2024 Survey of State Criminal History Information Systems 
This report provides law- and policymakers, administrators, managers, academia, research 
institutions, and other agencies and individuals with the most comprehensive data available on 
record quantity and completeness, and on procedures used by repositories to collect information 
and maintain record quality. 

   Becki Goggins 
   SEARCH, Director of Law and Policy   

9:30A-10:00A Bureau of Justice Statistics Briefing 
The Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) provides an overview of the strategic vision for the Bureau and 
investments in critical national programs, such as NIBRS, NCHIP and NARIP. 
 
   Stephanie Burroughs 
   Chief, Criminal Justice Data Improvement Programs Unit 
   Bureau of Justice Statistics 

10:00A – 10:15A SEARCH NCHIP Technical Assistance Program Overview 
SEARCH will provide examples of the types of no-cost guidance and expertise provided to states 
through SEARCH’s NCHIP Technical Assistance program funded by BJS. 
 
  Ms. Becki Goggins 
  SEARCH, Director of Law and Policy 

10:15A–10:45A Break – Take this opportunity to meet with our sponsors and network 

10:45A–11:45A SEARCH Member Roundtable 2:  
States will discuss a range of topics including automated sealing of criminal history records 
(progress, challenges and opportunities); changes to laws/implementation relating to background 
checks for firearms purchases; and other hot-button issues.   

11:45A—Noon Conclusion and Adjournment  
The 2026 SEARCH Winter Meeting concludes, with a look forward to expected activities this year, 
including the 2026 SEARCH Annual Meeting…  

   Adam Dean (SEARCH Member–NY) 
   Chair 

   Derek Veitenheimer 
   SEARCH, Executive Director 
  

 
 
 


